Case 1 :06-cv-00546-EGS Document 1-3 Filed 03/22/2006 Page 1 of 8 



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Civil Division 



) 



THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

a municipal corporation ) 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 409 ) 

Washington, DC 20004, ) 



Plaintiff, 



v. 



OPi 



) 
I 
) 



o* 



Co* 



STEVEN LONEY and ^ 
CAROLINB CHARLEk 
1434 Somerset Place/NW, Smi 
Washington, DC 20011, \ 

Defendants. *^*^ \ 

' ■ — ' • : ) 



o#f 



cmiNo. 

Calendar No. 



06-0000162 



3» 



»tk», 



COMPLAINT 
(Violation of District of Columbia Human Rights Act— Housing Discrimmation) 



1. 



Jurisdiction 
Jurisdiction and authority of this Honorable Court to grant the requested 
relief is founded on D.C. Official Code § 1 1-921 (2001), which provides that the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia may adjudicate any civil action at law or in equity 
brought in the District of Columbia, and D.C. Official Code § 2-1403.05 (g) (2001). 



Parties 



2. 



Plaintiff the District of Columbia (the "District") is a municipal 
corporation created by an Act of Congress, capable of suing and being sued. D.C. 
Official Code § 1-102 (2001). This action is brought by the District on behalf of 
Vincente Lazo, Juan Francisco Lazo, Carmen Carabali, Guadalupe Vasquez Rivera, 
Ermitania De Leon Reyes, Jose Reyes, Tehna Lazo, Jose Bonilla, Ernestina Gomez, 
Maria Ponce, Mariano Ponce, Dinora E. Mejia (hereinafter referred to collectively as 
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"Complainants"), residents of the District, and the Equal Rights Center (hereinafter 
referred to as "ERC"), a not-for-pront fair housing organization doing business in the 



District and committed to identifying, challenging, and eliminating discrimination in 
housing through education, research, testing, counseling, enforcement, and advocacy, 
pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-1403.05 (g) of the District of Columbia Human Rights 
Act of 1977, as amended, D.C. Official Code § 2-1401 ef §§& (2001). 

3. Defendants Steven Loney and Caroline Charles (hereinafter referred to as 
"Defendants") are co-owners of rental property located in the District at 710 Jefferson 
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 2001 1 ("rental property"). 

Facts 

4. In June 2004, the Defendants acquired a property located at 710 Jefferson 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 2001 1. 

5. The Defendants were owners and/or managers of the property located at 
7 1 Jefferson Street, NW, Washington, DC 2001 1 at all relevant times in this matter. . 

6. The property located at 7 1 Jefferson Street, NW, Washington, DC 2001 1 
is residential real estate, consisting of eleven (1 1) one-bedroom apartments and three (3) 
two-bedroom apartments. 

7. On or about June 28, 2004, the Defendants posted a notice in 710 
Jefferson Street, NW, Washington, DC 200 1 1 that stated, "Representatives from the 
Immigration & Naturalization Department would be soon conducting interviews in the 



building. 



M 
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8. The Defendants posted the notice with the intent to harass or intimidate 
the people of El Salvadorian national origin, who lived in a majority of the apartments at 
the rental property. 



9. The notice posted by the Defendants had the effect of harassing 



or 



intimidating the people of El Salvadorian national origin, who lived in a majority of the 
apartments at the rental property. 

10. As a result of the Defendants' actions, the Complainants suffered 
embarrassment, humiliation, pain, suffering, physical distress, emotional distress, and 
economic loss. 

11. On or about November 1 6, 2004, the Complainants filed timely 
complaints with the District of Columbia Office of Human Rights ("OHR") alleging that 
the Defendants (hscriminated against them based upon their national origin. 

12. On or about November 1 6, 2004, the ERC filed timely complaints with the 
OHR alleging that as a result of the Defendants' actions it expended hours conducting 
complaint intakes, general investigation, community outreach and education, and 
assisting with the Complainants with filing complaints in the OHR. 

13. The Defendants' actions resulted in a fiustration of ERC's mission and the 
diversion of its resources. 

14. During the course of OHR's investigation, the Defendants admitted that 
they posted a notice that stated, "Representatives from the Immigration & Naturalization 
Department would be soon conducting interviews in the building." 



Case 1 :06-cv-00546-EGS Document 1 -3 Filed 03/22/2006 Page 4 of 8 



15. Based upon the infortaation gathered in the investigation, OHR, pursuant 
to D.C. Official Code § 2-1403 (b), determined that probable cause existed to believe that 
the discriininatory housing practices alleged by the Complainants and ERC had occurred. 

16. Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-140305 (f)(1), the Complainants and 
ERC made timely elections to have a civil action filed on their behalf in the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia. 

17. The Director of OHR, pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-1403.05 (g), 
authorized the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia to file mis 
action. 

Count 1 

Unlawful Hou sing Discrimitiflfo ti 

1 8. The allegations of paragraph 1-17 are incorporated here by reference. 

19. The Defendants actions described above discriminate on the basis of 
national origin, in violation of D.C. Official Code § 2-1402.21. 

20. As a result of the Defendants actions, the tenants and the ERC have 
suffered damages. 

WHEREFORE, the District prays that mis Honorable Court enter an Order that: 



1 . Declares that the discriminatory housing practices of the Defendants, 



as 



set forth above, violated the District of Columbia Human Rights Act of 1977, as amended 
D.C. Official Code § 2-1 401 ej sgg. (2001); 

2. Enjoins the Defendants, their agents, employees, or successors, and all 
other persons in active concert or participation with any of them, from discriminating on 
the basis of race or national origin in any aspect of the lease or occupancy of a dwelling; 
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3. Requires the Defendants to attend fair housing training and adopt a written 
policy stating that the Defendants comply with the Fair Housing Act and the D.C. Human 
Rights Act, and specifically do not discriminate on the basis of race or national origin; 

5. Awards such damages as will fully compensate the tenants and the Equal 
Rights Center for injuries caused by the Defendants' discriminatory conduct, pursuant to 
D.C. Official Code §§ 2-1403.07 and 2-1403.13(a), including but not limited to, damages 
for pain, suffering, embarrassment, humihation, civil penalties, diversion of resources, 
frustration of mission, and attorney fees. 

6. Grants such other relief as the interests of justice may require together 
with the cost and disbursements of mis action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT J. SPAGNOLETTI 

Attorney General for me District of Columbia 

DAVID M. RUBBNSTEIN 

Deputy Attorney General, Public Safety Division 




BNDAWAILS 



BRENDAWi 

Bar No. 370940 

Chief, Civil Enforcement Section 




JC(BLD.ARMSTR< 
Assistant Attorney General 
Bar No. 467113 
Suite 450-North 
441 4tfa Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

(202) 727-6211 

(202) 727-6546 (fex) 

Email: joeLarmstrong@dc.gov 



-»*'. 
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C A Form 1 



Superior Court of the District of Columbia 

CIVIL DIVISION 

500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Room JM-170 
Washington, D.C. 20001 Telephone: 879-1133 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, Ntf, Suite 409 

Washington, DC 20004 

Plaintiff 
vs. 

STEVEN LONEY and 

CAROLINE CHARLES 

1434 Somerset Place, NW, Suite_.2Q4 , 

Washington, DC 20OIH Ltefenaant 



06-0000162 



Civil Action No. 



*+*m 



SUMMONS 

To the above named Defendant: STEVEN lonet 

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Complaint either 
personally or through an attorney, within twenty (20) days after service of mis summons upon you, exclusive 
nSlT y /%^ cv ^- M*™* TO bem 8 s»ed as an officer or agency of the United States Government or the 
District of Cohimhm Government, you have sixty (60) days alter service of fins summons to serve vour 
aSZ2;*«^ COpy °f? & j£f" e * must be mailed to the attorney for the party plaintiff who is suing you. The 
SoSSr^J^JS*- ff Plaintiff has no attorney, a copy of the Answer must be 
mailed to the plaintiff at the address stated on mis Summons. 

A^.J^if^f? "'ffS? to ffle feOTiginal Answer with the Court in Room JM 170 at 500 mdiaiy 
£^!f K beh T *' M *£- "»* 5: P® PJ"^ Mondays through Fridays or between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 
noon on Saturdays. You may file the original Answer with the Court a& etMBSSBS Sk^nn. o J!Z X™ 

Answer on toe plamhff or wthrn five (STdays after you have served l|^|i^^£|ilto ffle m 
Answer, judgment by default maybe entered against you for the relief JSB * mm ^ ««£«»*•" u> nie an 

JoejL-D. Armstrong 
Assistant Attorney General 



■ »•*■*. 



i*ii > i> 



Name of Plain tifTs Attorney 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 



mi* " 



>f 



Address 
soixuct 




(202) 727-621H, 

Telephone ~~ "~~ 

AV1n!^ Y n5vJmOM C J S J ? 1',? F THB TORM m StUnm AT THE SUreM0R COURT OF D.C., 50, IN DIANA 



w/vrnp. 
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CAForml 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 

CIVIL DIVISION 

500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Room JM-170 
Washington, B.C. 20001 Telephone: 87^-1133 



DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 409 

Washington, DC 2OH04 

Plaintiff 
.vs. 

STBVEN LONE* and 

CAROLINE CHARLES 

1434 Somerset Place, NW, Suite. 204. 

Washington,: DC 200» »1 Defendant 



^OOOOlSfc 



Civil Action No. 



— ■ .ii u _.,, 



SUMMONS 

To the above named Defendant: CAROLINE CHARLES 

You are hereby summoned and required to serve an Answer to the attached Cnmnlnint either 

"SfSfiSSa? Tr attQra ^|^ fe *T® m***s alter --S^JSAS^^SSA 
?»;£? &j£ a F n &- % *° u »e bemg sued asanofficeror agency of the United StatesGovenmenl iorlhe 

Wer *A^2Z%Z?F2^ ?£ lm Z!l*'l SI » ****** ***** of ^ Sn^TSe your 
atomev's n^ ™^£S^ must Jf^H? f 1 ? ^i? 6 * for ** P 9 ** Plaintiff who is suing you. ^Ste 

noon on Saturdays. You may file the orijanai Answer wSi the Court^rJb^^SaweTc^Dv of ih2 
Answer on the plaintiff or within five (5) days alter you have^erv^ rHaBWKjK ? 5 J?**©™ 
Answer, mdement hv default mov K*» m^wt «;U;.w *JZ. «~. *. t- i 



il to file an 



Joe! D. Armstrong 
Assistant Attorney General 

Name of Plaintiff's Attorney 
441 4th Street, EW, Suite 450H 



isnljifri 



(202) 727-6211 
Telephone 



*^— ^-*»* 




IvSJ&R jSoVSST,o° F ^ F0RM ™ SPAN,SH AT ™" SUPERIOR COURT OF DC, 500 INDIANA 



Nrvrp. qw imdadta wr impaom * nr»r\M ^. 



i-**-. 
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«- \ 




WALTER ADAMS / 
Assistant Attorney General 
Bar No. 459131 
Suite 450-North 
441 4th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 727-6262 
(202) 727-6546 (fex) 
Email: walter.adams@dc.gov 

Attorneys for District of Columbia 
VEROTCAT TinftJ 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ss: 

L Kenneth L. Sannders, Director of the Office of Human Rights for the District of 
Columbians duly ^ * 

and that the contents thereof are just and true statements of me fi^ surrounding me 
complained-of-mcidents and the resulting damages, to the best of my knowledge, 
information, and belief 




Kenneth L» Saimdens 

Director 

Office of Human Rights 






►tary Public 

My Commission Expires 

Hayan Demas ~~" 
Notary Public, District of Columbia 
MyCommfesion Expires 12-14-2008 




